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– a garden and  
personal union?

Hanover and England

Marcus Köhler,  
Joachim Wolschke-Bulmahn (eds.)

When George I, Elector of Hanover, was crowned King of Eng-
land in 1714, he established a dynastic union between the two 
countries that endured until 1837, leaving many cultural and 
political accomplishments to posterity. The 300th anniver-
sary of this union led the Institute of Landscape Architecture, 
Technische Universität Dresden, and the Centre of Garden and 
Landscape Architecture (CGL), Leibniz Universität Hannover, 
to take a critical look at the gardens that resulted. The sym-
posium “Hanover and England: a union of state and garden / 
German and British garden culture between 1714 and today” 
was sponsored by the Lower Saxonian Ministry of Science and 
Culture. The resulting papers dealt with far more than garden 
history, addressing as well the background and channels by 
which ideas on art, agriculture, commerce, technology, lit-
erature and politics were exchanged. Given the encyclopedic 
interests of late 18th century thinkers, it was necessary to 
invite several academic disciplines to participate, in order to 
describe and discuss the cultural transfer between Great Brit-
ain and Hanover. The transfer of horticultural and artistic ideas 
very often flourished in the 19th century at different places. 
For this reason, the conference focused on two key aspects: 
the Hanoverian-British exchange between 1714 and 1837 (the 
period of the actual royal union) and the Anglo-German rela-
tions that endure to the present day.
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